But those who wait on the Lord shall
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Our website is a treasure trove of information, and not only about our focus and
mission. You could subscribe to our podcast or listen to past sermons too
(http://rccgbethel.church/sermons/). This is particularly useful for when you are
unable to attend services or for refreshing your recollection as an essential part of
your private Bible study.

There’s more! Details of events and outreach will almost certainly be available from
relevant pages on our website and updated regularly, along with downloadable
copies of our Sunday bulletins (http://rccgbethel.church/category/bulletins/).

So, why don’t you set our homepage as one of your startup page(s) in your browser
now? The following instructions for most of the common browsers may help.

Google Chrome
1. Open the browser and the Settings menu (or the three vertical dots to the right of
the menu bar).
2. Scroll down and click on Advanced Settings.
3. Select Open a specific page or set of pages under On Startup.
4. Select Set pages and enter or add http://rccgbethel.church/.

Mozilla Firefox
1. Open Firefox. Press Alt-T on the keyboard and select Options from the drop-down
menu or go to Tools >> Options from the main menu.
2. Inthe Home section, select Homepage and new windows and Custom URLs... from
the field's drop down.
3. Enter or paste the URL: http://rccgbethel.church/ or click Use Current Page if you
are already on our website.

Microsoft Edge
1. Click the three horizontal dots to the right of the top menu bar.
2. Select Settings and select A Specific Page or Pages from the Open Microsoft Edge
With section drop down options.

3.  Enter http://rccgbethel.church/. (Click the Plus sign to add more pages if required).

4. Click the three horizontal dots to the right of the top menu bar again to close
Settings menu.

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Hope

Text: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-10

Is it possible to live without sin? That is a question we come to again and again, over
time and the answer for us is yes. It is possible to live without sin for us Christians,
because when we accepted Christ as our Lord and Saviour, we take on his nature (2
Cor 5:17). Our nature has change and we no longer have the sinful nature (Gal 2:20-
21; Rom 8:11).

Some challenging things have been going on today, especially in the UK. It may feel
a bit like the world is upside down. All of these are having a profound and
devastating impact on our lives, our standards of living and it is global. Our text today
talks about times and seasons. They affect all of us. There are times of rain and
sunshine. Wisdom may suggest we prepare for them.

That’s why we're told to be keenly aware of what’s wear going on and wear a
protective armour to preserve our salvation (1 Thes 5:8). However, there are times
we can’t and they come upon us suddenly. The bible says God has not saved us to
pour out his anger on us (1 Thes 5:9 — NLT). That's the start of our hope today.

Hope can often take us a long way. It assures us things will get better, but the truth
is, it is not fact or certainty and better or good times may never come. Also, when we
have to put on our armour in the hope of salvation, it may feel like assurance is not
guaranteed, but in Christ Jesus, it is (1 Thes 5:8). For Christians, hope is not a
strategy, but the only strategy, especially when there’s no logical reason to hope
anymore (Rom 4:18).

That’s why Paul told us not to live like people without hope (1 Thes 4:13). It is the
reason we make any effort, because when we live in despair, we give up (1 Kn
17:12). God'’s faithfulness never ends and his mercies are renewed every morning
(Lam 3:1-3; 16-18; 20-23). That's why Paul says he still had hope (1 Cor 15:19).

In these hard times, believe in hope, hold on to the word of God for your life. Don’t
waiver from that, no matter what. Let your hope and faith get stronger. Like Abraham,
have the confidence that God who have promised will bring it to pass (Rom 4:18-21).
These time and season may be hard, with high cost of living and so on, believe it is
not an accident. It isn’t to God. Tell yourself it is your time and your season to
triumph and thrive.

Bottom line:

Even when there’s no reason to hope, keep hoping, knowing that believing in hope
means you know it's going to get better (Rom 4:18).
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